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2 Kings, II. 15. 
— The ſpirit of ELIYAH arth reſt on ELISHA. 


* 


HE grand and noble exclamation which we 
have in the 12th verſe of this chapter, was * 
the ſubject of a diſcourſe I delivered in this 

deſnk upon a moſt ſolemn and melancholy. oc- 
cafion—the death of a Father, who was worthy of my 
igheſt lave and reverence : not only dear ro myſelf 
and the reſt of his family, but — dear to this 
lock of Chriſt; and mightily eſteemed thoughout the 
own and land, on account of his ſuperior abilities 
is great acquirements—his amiable qualities —his ex- 
enſive influence and uſefulneſs. 


Wurv 1 rellected on the laſt ſickneſs, the dying 


> 
26 the glorious and ald phant exit of ſuch a pa- 
rent 


= 


rent and ſo excellent a perſon, could I but cry out in 


this my native Church, WhO are to have one let ana 
them in the Lord, | | 


glorified body had no need. He kept it as a preciou 
relict, a ee, his maſter, a token that he ſhoul 


had evidence that God was with him of a truth, as h 


_ the Waters, they parted hither and thither : and Elin 


1 6 


the language of the prophet, © My father, my father, 
the chariot of Iſrael, and the -borſemen thereof! 

And being called to the defk on ſuch a ſolemn occa- 
fion as the preſent, the obſervation of the ſons of the 
prophets came as aptly to mind as the exclamation of 
Eliſha preſented to view, when my Father had Jok 
taken a final leave of this ry ſtate, 


>.< 


Fx 


I THEREFORE aſk the attention Th this numerou 
and reſpectable audience, while endeavour, in dil 
courſing upon theſe words, to exhibit the high regard 
I entertain for the miniſterial character my love ty 
my Brother, who is now to be ſet apart to the epiſco 
pal office in his Father's ſtead ; and my — 


As ſoon as Eliſha had cried after Elijah in ſoar 
dent and pathetic a manner, we find that“ he ſaw big 
no more: and that in the midſt of grief and aſta 
niſhment © he rent his clothes.“ He took up tht 


mantle, which fell from the fiery car, and of which the 


obtain the double portion, which he deſired. He ſoo 


was with his predeceſſor. For © when he ſtood b 

Jordan, he took the mantle of Elijah that fell fro as 
him.” With this mantle he {mote the waters,” 4 
the ſame time crying after his father's God“ Wher 
is the Lord God of Elijah? And when he had ſmittet 


went over.” 


Tut ſons of the prophets, members of the colleg! 
ate ſchools s, that were under the inſpection and infir 
A : = 1100 


on of theſe ancient miniſters of. God ; and. which at 
ut i Wat eme were in a bereaved ſtate, en with ſatis- 
tion and pleaſure, from the wonderful manifeſtati- 


th 
"I ns of divine power, that their breach was cloſed 
cc. Vat their loſs was made up. — The Spirit of E- 


F the 205 dotb reſt on Eli iha.”- It was evident to them, 
at he was of the ſame diſpoſition with their late 
aſter, that he had equal zeal in the ſervice of God, 
at he would be of the like character, endued with 
e ſame extraordinary power—have ſuch mighty in- 
rout —_ and be as eminently uſeful in his day. 


Howzvek remarkable this inſtance may be, how 
iſtinguiſhing a figure ſoever it makes, yet bleſſed be 
od, it is not the only inſtance we have in ſcripture, 
t is not the only inſtance that has occurred in the pe- 
uſal of other writings, and in the courſe of our obſer- 
ations, wherein we find that thoſe, who have ſuſtain- 
d the miniſterial office under the ſeveral diſpenſations, 
nd in the various ages of the world, have appeared to 
de actuated by the ſame Wy and have been equally 
zealous and ſucceſsful, a 

Sven characters are worthy our greateſt eſteem and 
egard : and the principal part of my diſcourſe will be 
o give a deſcription, of what I take to be, the ge- 
nuine ſpirit of a good miniſter in the church of God. 


I Do not lay ſuch ſtreſs upon great natural abilities, 
as to affirm, that theſe are abſolutely neceſſary to the 
miniſterial character and office. God may, nay he 
has often made uſe of men, whoſe natural powers were 
far from being eminent, as inſtruments of great good in 
his church; © having choſen the fooliſh things of the 
world to confound the wiſe: and oft. times thoſe who 
have been Endowed with the greateſt abilities, have at 


length proved themſelves to be the worſt enemies to 
f | God 


1 _ 2 ö 


'God and. his gien turned out * 
have diſgraced their profeſſion, and eaufed the adyy 
ſaries of Chriſt to blaſpheme. Thoſe however d 
humanly ſpeaking, promiſe greater uſefulneſs in tþ 
church, who are not only of a proper diſpoſition, di 
likewiſe of ſuperior faculties and eminent talents.- 
The variety of gifts which the God-of nature hath 9 
ſtowed on mankind, is deſigned to anſwer certain y 
Juable purpoſes, and there is no man who has any mei 
tal powers, but what may be wſeful in ſome ſphere 
life; yet I may with ſafety aſſert, that'in general, th 
miniſterial office requires as great gifts and acquln 
ments as any undertaking Ws tk? | 


'Lzxr the gifts of nature his what they may, if 1 
undertake the miniſterial office, we are inexcuſable| 
we do not aim at ſuch qualifications, as are requiſit 
for the reputable and faithful performance of our dy: 
ty. We muſt be of ſuch a ſpirit as to ſtir up * th 
gifts that are in us“ we muſt © covet earneſtly th 
beſt gifts,“ and aim after the moſt excellent way @ 
dilcharging e that ſacred office, 


2 ce a. oa. 6 henna F . 


Te be more particular, 

Oxx who would be uſeſul in the office of a mini 
ter, muſt have an earneſt deſite after knowledge, Lt 
a man have ever fo great, ſo penetrating, ſo compre 
henſive a genius, yet if he ſuffers his faculties to li 
dormant, it he does not exerciſe them in the inveſt: 
gation of truth, in the purſuits of learning, or ac: 
quainting himſelf with that particular occupation, 
which Providence bas called him to exerciſe, his pou- 
A wh faculties will grow dull, and che brighteſt ge- 
nius aegenerate into a ſtupid, inactive mortel. In the 
miniſterial employrnent, every thing immediately te- 
lating to it, or that has any conncction thercwith mult 


come within our knowledge. 


E Lian 


t 1 


nian and Eliſha were well acquainted with their 
buſinels, well qualified for the ſervice which was aſſign- 
ed them. Should it be ſaid, they were taken from 
common employments in life, i in which they had not 
time to acquire much knowledge: I anſwer, they were 
under infpiration, and had as certain means of know- 
ledze, as if they continually employed themſelves in 
ſtudying. This was the caſe with the diſciples of Chriſt, 
they were men of no learning ere very contracted in | 
their views of things—and | nevertheleſs they were led 
into all truth, and enabled to ſpeak languages, in whieh 
men uninſpired could not have perfected themielves, 
without long and laborious ſtudy. Perhaps they would 
never have mattered them all by ſtudying their whole 
Ne, 1 | 


MixisrEks at t the preſent day muſt not expect to 
derive knowledge from the ſame ſource, as the pro- 
phets and apoſtles in former times. - Inſpiration has 
long ſince ceaſed. And would they excell in know- 
ledge, they muſt ſeek it in the ſame way that other 
men obtain that knowledge which pertains to "heir 
reſpective profeſſions. 


* 


Te conſtitute the character of an able miniſter, there ; 
re muſt be an accurate knowledge of the principles of | 
natural rehgion—a thorough acquaintance with the of 

holy ſcriptures—an inſight. into the various fyſtems _ 


A that claim a derivation from the book of God—a clear 

__— of the controverſies that have taken place in the 

w. Chriſtian church, and a familiar acquain.ance with 

de. many excellent practical writings, that have been pub- | 
the '\ſhed with a deſign to awakerinacrs, and edify the \ 


people of God. 


re- 


alt 


Arx ſciences have one common bond and this is 
the rralon why the more exat and cx <aſlve 2 mit- 
E | Acr's 
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| fler's knowledge i is, the greater is He to be his os 
fulneſs. Some ſciences have a nearer relation to Diyi. 
nity than others: theſe the miniſter will make him. 


ſelf particularly acquainted with. Others there be, 
which though they relate not immediately to Divinty 
are of uſe to ſtrengthen and inprove the mind! the 
are duly regarded by the good miniſter, having had 
ſome acquaintance therewith in the courſe of a liberal 
education, but they are regarded by him only with the 
above view. Nor will ke negle& thoſe branches d 


literature, which tend to refine and - poliſh the mind, 


and render the man of profound and extenſive knon 


| ledge more agreeable in the eyes of the world. 


Tus knowledge of ac various temperz 
diſpoſitions and paſſions, from an acquaintance with 
them, and obſervations on their variety of conduct, 1: 
alfo requiſite to compleat that knowledge which i 
neceſſary to the miniſterial charaQer, If we are 1» 


confined to our ſtudies—ſo immerſed in books that 
we converle but little abroad, the end that we propoſed 
by thus confining ourſelves, the attainm.at of know 


ledge, will be ina great meaſure iruſtrated ; and our 


ignoi ance in matters of common life will not be atone! 
for by the moſt profound erudition. | 


Thus doth a thorough knowledge of theſe thing 
that pertai to his profeſſion—an acquaintance wich 
thoſe ſciences that are nearly or remotely connected witl 
divinity—a knowledge of books and mankind, tend t 
form the character of an able miniſter, — Such will be 
his ſpirit and diſpoſicion, as not to content himſetf wit 


any attainments, but purſue his enquiries into the latel 


period of life. 


A'Tpirit of wifdor and aiſcernment is li kewiſe neceſ 


fary to form the miniſterial character. Wildom " 
uletu 


ma, © DD þ 
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uſeful knowledge are inſeparably connected. Without 
wiidom there cannot be that knowledge which I have 
above deſcribed as eſſential to an able miniſter, How 
can a miniſter be convinced of the authenticity of the 
ſacred writings unleſs he has well weighed the internal 
and external evidence en which they are founded? How 
can he come at an accurate knowledge of the truths 
contained in ſcripture, unleſs he rightly divides in his 


mind the word of truth ?—How can he form a com- 


pleat ſyſtem of Divinity, without exerciſing his judg- 
ment—or give a rational preference to any witheut diſ- 
cerning wherein the various ſyſtems agree or diſagree 
with the word of God? - To what advantage would 
it be to acquaint himſelf with controverſial writings, 
if he does not carefully examine the force of the argu- 
ments uſed, and give his judgment accordingly ?—Can 
he be ſaid to read to any profit even in amuſing ſtudies, 
if all books are alike agreable, and he does not diſtin- 
guiſh the moſt profitable branches of icience and licera- 
ture, from thoſe which are leſs beneficial and pertinent 
to his vocation ? lf he cannot diltinguiſh between 
men—does not by his acquaintance with them get fome 


| inſight into the human nature in generai—its various 


propenſities and paſſions, ſo as to conduct towards o- 
thers agreaBle to what is right and fit in ſuch a man- 
ner as to conduce to his own as well as to their benefit, 
unleſs he has ſuch a ſpirit of diſcernment, his know- 
ledge will neither profit himſelf, nor be of any advan- 


tage to mankind. That knowledge which 1s not ac- 


companied-by wiſdom does not deſerve the name. It 

is but a heap of confuſed ideas—a chaos in che hu- 
man mind, Ts x35, oh 
„% Wispom, we are told, is profitable to direct.” 
It is profitable to direct not only our purſuit of know- 
ledge, but likewiſe our cenduct in life. So many and 
lo various are the calls of the miniſterial ofice—it 
brings 


ws 2 12 1 


brings us into ſuch connections, as renders wiſdom ab. 
ſolutely neceſſary. We have to deal with all ages and 
ranks of men, high and low, rich and poor, old and 
young—with variety of tempers and diſpoſitions. We 


are to adapt our miniſtrations to a multiplicity of caſey 


and circumſtances ; and in the courſe of our miniſtry, 
ſome very extraordinary events may. turn up, which 


-will call for peculiar exertions of the mind, and a dif. 


ferent conduct from that we are ordinarily uſed to, 


We have to do with mankind in their moſt important 


concerns: and as the mmiſtrations of Elijah and Eli. 
ſha were carried on with the greateſt propriety, and 
nicely adapted to the circumſtances of thoſe to whom 
they miniſtered, ſo ſhould we ſuit our addreſſes to every 
vecurrence within the ſphere of our employment. 
For cheſe purpoſes a miniſter muſt be endued with 4 
ſpirit of wiſdom. 


Tur W en of knowledge which enters ſo far in. 
to our idea of an able miniſter,” the conntctions ſuch 
an one is obliged to form with men of all characters, 
as they require a genuine tpirit of wiſdom, ſo muſt 


this ſpirit be accompanied with a true principle of 


virtue. As wiſdom directs, virtue fhould purſue the 
paths. It is very natural for men to conſolt their 
taſe — to neglect their duty, when it is diſagreable and 


painful. Such however is the ſpitit of a faithful mini- 


ſter, that he hearkens not to theſe ſuggeſtions, but 
perſeveres in the courſe of his ſtudies, though it may 
debar him of much eaſe and pleaſure, Amidſt the 
different characters of men, there will be a variety of 
opinions and expectations, which will often embarrals 
the mind, and ſometimes tempt us to ſwerve from our 
duty; but, animated with fuch a divine principle, the 
good er will not turn to the right band, nor to 
ine left. He will never lay aſide thoſe principles 
which he is perſuaded are agreable to the dictates of 

reaſon 
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ments are ſet before him: nor will he ever comply 
with cuſtoms, that are contrary to the divine law, or 
any ways derogatory to his profeſſion. His great 
concern is to be faithful in the diſcharge of his office. 
In order to this he will ſurmount every obſtacle and go 
through every difficulty. He vill perſevere with con- 


ſtancy and ſteadineſs in his ſacred function, mavgre | 


all oppoſition, and give no occaſion to any one, to re- 


© or villity his conduct. 


Tung prophets, which I mentioned under che former 
heads, were exemplary for their noble and virtuous 
deportment—for their fidelity in diſpenſing the counſel 
of God both to kings and people] though they had to 


oppoſe their evil and. perverſe diſpofitions—the ſug⸗ 


geſtions of their wicked hearts their idolatrous prin- 
ciples and practices; though ſuch fideliy expoſed 
them to the ſevereſt reſentment to the moſt cruel pu- 
niſnment, and even to death itſelf. Thus was it with 
the apoſtles, they counted not their lives dear, but with 
all confidence and boldneſs preached Chriit and his 
religion they counted not their hves dear, fo they- 
could approve themſelves to their own conſciences and 
be really faithful miniſters of the new-teſtament. A 
noble ſpirit indeed—worthy the imitation of all who 
lucceed them in the work of the minittry. 


Warn we conſider that the great end of the mini ſity 
is to make men not only wiſer but better, we muſt con- 
clude that virtue it neceflary to a perſon whoſe buſineſs 


is to inſtruct others; and whoſe example ought to be 


the moſt powerful enforcement of his inſtrutions.— 
A miniſter is far from being qualified who is not poſ- 


ſeſſed. of ſuch a prinicple. A good miniſter is likewife 


formed to a principle of univerſal Benevolence. He 


entertains an affectionate regard for the whole human 
race. 


reaſon and religion, whatever temptations or ; a . 


[ 41] : 


race. He would do good to all of them if in bis pow. 
er. As his influence can extend but a little way com. 


paratively, he is ready to do his utmoſt for the benefit 
of thoſe that are within the circle of his acquaintance; 
eſpecially the flock committed to his charge—To ſerve 
them in their temporal intereſts as far as in him lies: 


but above all is he moſt fincerely and heartily engaged 
in promoting the ſpiritual advantage of their fouls 
He will “ gladly ſpend and be ſpent for them.” 


UnLxss a miniſter enters upon his office with ſuch 


a principle—unlels ſuch a principle prevails in his ſoul, 
during the courſe of his miniſtry, he is unworthy the 


character of a miniſter of him, “who is good to all, and 


wwhoſe tender mereies are over all his works' — Of him 


© who loved us, and gave himſelf for us.” He mult 
act from mean, baſe, and ſelfiſh views, if the welfare of 
mankind does not lay near his heart. 


EL1Jan and Eli ma were both of them perſons of 
great ſympathy and benevolence, as appears from ſe- 


veral parts of the hiſtory. Moſt of their miracles were 


wrought on a benevolent deſign— Such as euring dil- 
orders, raiſing the dead, and granting relief in the midſ 
of famine. They were ſometimes ſent as the meſſengers 
of good news to the people of Iſrael, When their 
meſſages and miracles were of another kind, it was 
becauſe of the horrible wickedneſs, 1dolatry and im- 


piety of the nation — The miracles of Chriſt and his 


apoſtles were of a merciful and compaſſionate nature, 


A man of God, a miniſter of Jeſus, mult then be pol. 
ſeſled of a benevolent mind. 


TrovgH a miniſter ſhould be a man of knowledge, 
well acquainted with the various branches of literature; 
yet if ne has a real affection for his people, and is filled 
with benevolence towards mankind, he will not fpend 
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too great 2 porportion of his time in ſuch entertaining oh 
efic MW ſtudies. ,** What,“ as a fine preacher * obſerved, “ al- 3 


66 though kind offices among our people ſhould take 
rre op much time, require much pains, put us to much 75 
es: real trouble and inconvenience, rob us of many agre- 9 
ged. able amuſc ments, and greatly interrupt delightful and + 
als; MW uſeful ſtudies ? Senſe. of duty, love to our people, 7. 3B 
gland the pleaſure of doing good, will reconcile us "7. 
« to all theſe hardſhips. A juſt ſenſe of the i important oY 
ach „relations we ſtand in to our reſpective flocks, and 
ul, WW a genuine feeling of that tender affection which 
the MW is due to them won't allow us to heſitate a moment, 
nd I whether that part of our time is moſt worthily employ- 
im © ed which is taken up in doing real offices of friends 
ut MW © ſhip among them, or that part which is ſpent in pe- 
of W «© ruſing the fineſt writings of the greateſt genius that 
6 ever appeared i in the world, or in poliſhing any little 
« compoſitions ef our own. Is the arranging of words, 
of MW © the meaſuring of periods, the beautitying of lan- 
ſe . © guage, or even ſtoring our own minds with the 
ere divineſt ſentiments, an employment of equal dig- 
Ji © nity and importance in itſelf, er equally pleaſant on 
dt reflection, with that of compoting differences, or of 
etz © excinguiſhing animoſities, ſearching out indigent 
eit and modeſt merit and relieving it, comforting a 
* melancholy heart, giving countel to a perplexed 
m- mind, ſuſpending pain by our ſympathy, though it 
nis © were but for a moment, ſuggeſting to an uaturniſh- 
re. © ed mind proper materials for meditation in the time 
of. WW * of diſtreſs, or laying kold of a favourable opportu- 
* nity of conveying valuable inftructions and religious 
“ impreſſions to a mind little ſfuiceptible of them on 
© other occaſions, There is no need of laying any 
*« thing in confirmation of this, it was the glorious 
character of Jcſus, that he went about doing good.“ 


A 


* Mr, Lecchman. 


EL | 


A benevolent diſpoſition i is n Sh urged 
with peculiar earneſtneſs, and the moſt forceable ar. 


guments in the goſpel. And ſuch is the ſpirit of a 
good miniſter, that the whole of the chriſtian temper 
will prevail in his ſoul. All chriſtian graces will be in 
continual exerciſe, He has © the ornament of a meek 


and quiet ſpirit.” He is not eaſily provoked by i inju 
rious treatment; and he is careful leſt he ſhould give 
any offence to ethers. He ſees his own weaknels, im- 
perfections and infirmities, and will conſtantly endes. 
vour as the apoſtle directs, to put on humbleneſs of 


mind.” He will be patient under the evils of the pre- 


ſent life—contented with the allatments of divine pro. 
widence. There is no chriſtian grace but what he 
would earneſtly wiſh to have implanted in him. He 


earneſtly wiſhes to be made ſuch a man —ſuch a mini- 


ſter as God would have him to be : fo that he might 
honour bis maſter, and with a good face recommend 


the like temper to his people. 


Such a diſpoſition is abſolutely neceffary to a minif- 
ter, as he would have evidence of his heart being 
right with God, as he would fave himſelf, and no 
&« after he has preached to others be a caſtaway.” 
This leads me to obſerve, 


Trar what peculiar doctrines the goſpel delivers, 
relative to the glory of God, 2nd the ſalvation of men, 
will be duly regarded by a miniſter who is poſſeſſed 
with the true and genuine ſpirit ot his buſineſs. A 
belief of peculiar and moſt important truths, ſuch as 


ear would never have heard, nar would have egter- 


ed into the heart of man had not God revealed them,” 
is an eſſential characteriſtic of one whole office is to 
teach manxind, how they may ebe reconciled unto 
God.” Wiſdom and knouwles ge tend to form an ac- 
compliſhed character a. nung men. Virtue and bene» 

Vvolcnce 


1 


yolence are excellent qualities, neceſſary in Ihe place 
to conſtitute a good miniſter, but it is a more noble 
and ſublime principle than can be acted upon by mere 
natural abilities, which mult conſtitute a true chriſtian, 
and prelent us with a compl-at miniſterial character. 
In a word, the higheſt and moſt compleat character of 
a good, able and faithful miniſter of the new-teſtament 
is, that he has experienced a ſaving change in his ſov?, 
that he knows what it is to be born again of the Spi- 
tit, to be made a neu Kenchne 


Having a ſoul thus transformed, a mind thus re- 


re. 
* newed, poſſeſſed of ſuck a ſpirit, a mini will be di- 
he ligent! in ine ulcating the great and eſſential doctrines of 


He he goſpel upon his people: He will „be with chem 
in all ſeaſons, he will keep back nothing that is pro- 
fable unto them, but will ſhew them publ. ckly and 
ol from houſe to houſe teſtifying to all. repentance towarits 
; God, and faith rowards our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; “ di- 
recting them to ſetve God in holincfs and. richteouſ- 
Aae all the days of their lives.” 


To ſuck an one, Chriſt appears as © the chief a- 
mong ten thoulands, altogether lovely,” he keeps the 
Savior habitually in his view, in all his meditations and 
ſtadies; knowing that in him are hidden the richeſt 
treaſures of wiſdom and knowledge that he hath fer 
a perfect example of virtue and benevolence—hath 
mewn us the path to glory and everlaſt! ing relicity, and 
exhibited his love by laying down his life to proc 
eternal redemption for us ſinners. The love of Chriſt 
will Icad him to pay due regard to ine ſpecial or- 
Nees he hath inſtituted in bis church admin 0g 
DWP in proper ſeaſons and'to ſuitable perſens with att 
poſſible atten, icriouineſs and folemn:ty, and witic 
be obſerve® IM rhings whatſoever Chritt hath con- 
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Drs Lo * am with you alway.” 
an ardent love to God, whom he regards as the greateſ 


author of his exiſtence the beſtower of all the gifts of 


| intercourſe with heaven, and can ſay, „It is good for 


tis heart and hands towards heaven the e is enk 
Aead. 345 praks he WI! 2 Bis tongu de wor ſh! 12 
pecs calch the lacted flame, which alceads on, high, 
3 7 : 
e | and 


- manded him, he brwly relies on his gracious promi, 


n 2 


. true miniſter of lets Chriſt | is | poſſeſſed with 


and beſt of beings. He ſees his dependance upon 
him, and the obligations he is under to him who is the 


nature—the fountain of wiſdom and knowledge—heiz 
filled with ſentiments of love and gratitude to him who 
has preſerved him in life, and ordered ths bounds of 
his habitation in ſuch a place —has taken him into 
his immediate ſervice and given him all things richly 
to enjoy. One of ſuch a ſpirit will © bow the knee 
unto the Father of our Lord JeſusChriſt, of whom the 
whole family in heaven and earth are named, that he 
would grant unto him to be ſtrengthned with might in 
the inner man that Chriſt might dwell in his hear 
by faich—that being rooted and grounded in love he 
might be enabled to comprehend with all ſaints, what 
is the height, the breadth, and length and deptk 
that he might know the love of Chriſt which paſſcth 
knowledge, and oz Blled with all the fulnels of God.“ 


* wy 43 ©, C5 


A miniſter endowed with fach a ſpirit of piety, is 
ready ar all times to pour out his foul in prayer and 
Tupplication for himſelf and others. He has delightfo! 


me to draw nigh to God.“ How amiable are thy ta- 
bernacles Lord of hoſts.” — will go to. the altar of 
God to God my exceeding joy.” | 


How well qualific4 is ſuch an one to lead the 
tions of a worſhipping aſſembly. While be A 
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fined and ſpiritbal ſacrifices, 


= 


| = 
I Tus I have conſidered what is the genuine {ſpirit 
yon of a good miniſter in the church of God. Such a ſer- 


the ant of Chriſt is poſſeſſed of a ſpirit of knowledge and 


4 —in him all Chriſtian graces are in exercile—he acts 
from the higheſt and moſt ſublime principles, founded: 

" f of peculiar and moſt i hs—h 

of Non the belief of peculiar and mo important truths—he 


is tranſported with love to Jeſus Chriſt, and wrapt up 
bly in ſentiments of ſincere and exalted piety. 


1 THIS is the true ſpirit of a man of God, a prophet 
he of the Lord, a miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt. All thoſe en- 
7 dowments are influential on the con duct in ſuch a man- 
* ner as makes it evident to the world, that he is really 


* poſſeſſed of ſuch qualities. After ſoch a ſpirit ought 
= every one to aim, who enters on the ſacred work, 


Happy the winiſter, who is . with the tem. 
„per and diſpoſition juſt now delineated, This con- 

ſideration may at all times revive and animate his ſoul, 
that he is approved by that God, ha ſearches the heart 


* and tries the reins of the chin of men“ that God 
fal * will never leave or forſake him, thai he will be with 
5 him during the courſe of his miniſtry, and it conſiſtent 
1 with his pleaſure will crown his labours with ſucceſs, 


4 Sbould he not meet with that ſucceſs in his labguts, 
that he might wiſh or expect, yet he knows that God 
will graciouſly accept his find re defires to ſerve him, 
that he will reward his “ labor of love,” his renal 
and faithful endeavors to premote the cauſe of pure 
av@Uncichied religion. © He kas this for his rejoicing, 
©. timog ge his conſcience, that in ſimplicity a and 


he, his conver{ation in the world 8 
record that he Þ Dare (rom. 


Po 8 

", "obey noe. . a 

13 He can take his! Pugs e 
4 


he 


and is ieceptcbic to him 5 requires ſuch. pure, te- . 


underſtanding—with a ſpirit of virtue and benevolence; . 


* 


r EE on Hi. = 


he blood of all men,” 


TT > 


- Notion in this life moves 
as he entertains the moſt l:vely hope of fi. 


27 


him, 


niſhing his courſe with joy, and the miniſtry he has re. 
ceived of the Lord Jeſus, to N the Eg of the 
Grace of Gd. 


— 


« Tax time of his departure at hand“; he can with 


a ſmiling countenance and ſweet compoſure of mind 
ſay, Come, Lord Jeſus, come quickly, even ſo come, 


Lord Jeſus,” and in triumph add,” © I have fought 


— 


all thoſe -whs love his appearing. 


the good fight, | have finiſhed my courſe, | have kept 
the faith, henceforth there is laid up for me a crown 


of 1ighreovſneſs, which the Lord the righteous Judge 


ſhall give me in that day, and not to me only, but u 
”” Having departei 
hence “ an open and abundant enterance Is -acimini- 
ſtred to him into the heaveoly kingdom.“ He re 
ceives the bleſſed euge, Well done, good and faith. 
ful ſecvant, thou half been faithful over a few th: nes 
I will make thee ruler over many things, enter £501 


1.270 the Joy of thy Lord.” 


A miniſter of ſuck a ſpirie! is not only approved d 


God and his own conſcience, bat 1s beloved by men, 


There me kardly any fo bad, but at leaſt they racith 


admire the character of a wiſe, confiitenc; exemplar 


chriitian, When they ſee how amiable and how beau 
titul virtue and goodneſs are, they cannot but moun 
the want of thels « excellent accompliſhments and graces 
They are ſometimes drawn by ſuch an example to the 
paths of wiſdom and religion. _ 


Bur whatever may be the opinion of vicious Wen, 


the wile and good will certainly love and eſteem an a: 


bic, faithful and exemplary miniſter. As the ſons 


the prophets bowed down before Elifha, © whe” " 
: — ” 4 — 4 5 4 
law the ſpirit of REN maſter 25 pg  ofe then 

; :, heat 


nn 


their love te a good Winder by conſtant tokens. They 
are delighted in his company, they are edified by his 


converſation, they ſet under his preaching with exqui- 
ſite pleaſure, they endeavour all in their power to 
lighten the burdens of his office; they highly prize 
him while living, and when he dies, they mourn as for 
a father, friend and brother gone. — 

Harper the 990 15 that have been favoured time 
after time with pious, able and faithful paſtors; who 
were continually ſeeking the beſt intereſts of their 
ſouls, who have“ traveſſed in birth until Chriſt ſhould 
be formed in them,” who were their comfort in proſ- 
perity—their 88 in Phe 


War comfort may a pious member of ſuch a 
church entertain in the thought, that when he departs 
hence, he ſhall not only meet with his dear friends, 
who have died in the Lord, but with his Elijah and E- 
liſha, miniflers that have ſucceeded one to che other 1n 
his day, all poſſeſſed with the fame ſpitit, and who 
have been inſtrumental in bringing | him to thoſe realms 
of peace and Joy. | 


Har haſt . O New Sigl !—happy | 
haſt thou been O Bofton !—happy have ye been in a 
ſucceſſion of as able, and faithful mi nitlers as have a- 
riſen in any part of che chriſtian world! Many an E- 
lijan has aſcended and left his mantle behind many 


an Eliſba having cried after his father, with 2 voice of 


admiration and deligb t, has taken it up, and been en- 
dued vun a double portion of the ſa me excellent ſpi- 
4 , cable to his: urmott wiſnes and deſires. 


« Out fathers, where are they? the prophets, à 
they live forever ?? How many of gour fathers 85 


brethren in the miniſtry, haye we tely ſeen taking 


their 


— 


"Tt -T 


their fli aht, and leaving their flocks as FRAN withour 
2 ſhepherd ? Many a one who has edified us with hig 
preaching, aſſiſted us with his advice, cheered us with 
his profitable and entertaining converſe, has not long 
ſince excited our tears, becauſe we were to fee his face 
no more. Shall not we then, my reverend Fathers and 
Brethren, who yet miniſter in the church below, be 
excited to cultivate more and more the genuine ſpirit 
of wiſdom, virtue, and benevolence ? Shall we not 
be excited to 9 diligence and fidelity in the work 
of the Lord? How ſoon we may be called hence, 
F | _ Ged only knows. Whenever this event- takes place, 
. 85 may we be enabled to rejoice in the commencement 
er eternal glory. 
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Mi Tura is but here and there a  hoary head f in the 
1 ſacred office, throughout this cown. Several young 
| : miniſters of the moſt. promiſing talents have been taken 
away and not ſuffered to eontinue with their beloved 


1 * Bocks by reaſon of death. | 

= - Bor amidR our grief, for the departure of fo many | 

1 excellent miniſters in the various parts of this goverr IM! 

2 ment, within a few years back, it affords the greateſt WI 

© pleaſure to thoſe who with well to Zion, that ſo many 

| = - young men are raiſed up with an inclination to enter Mt 
on the work of the miniſtry. With pleaſure do we 


| find the biſhops of Chriſt's lock ſo frequently called to 
3 ordain elders over vacant churches—perſons, who we 
. truſt will be bleſſings in their day and generation, 
| = Does not this bear ſome favourable alj eg the inte- 


: 

: 
q | reſts of religion? Would to God, it were th. caic 2 
k ſome other of the New England States. | 

' 


1 K 7 Gap 


AXD although the preſent ſolemnity does excite 
ſome very tender feelings, and call up ſome melancholy 
ig - - reflections, yet as our father, sur friend and excellent 


paſtor 


5 } ” 


r 
. 


raſtor is gone: as * the propher's ſoul bas bid adieu 


„ 0 earth ſoar d on celeſtial wings and gain'd its hea- 
h venly home; it is matter of great joy, that the vacancy 
8 is ſo ſoon filled up ; and by a ſon who was always dear 
< to him, prepar'd for the miniſtry under his tuition, 1 


d nd ſo great a comfort to him in the laſt days of his life. 
" Ir is at your affectionate deſire, my dear Brother, 
or that I now ſtand in this place—where your father ſtood 
+ BW fore years ago, and delivered a moſt ſerious and edi- 
e hing diſcourſe previous to his folemn ſeparation to the 
Vork of the Goſpel miniſtry.” How well qualified he 
ne vas for this great work—how God owned his miniſtry 
and made it of ſaving advantage to the fouls of men, 
cannot be unknown to you. Our moſt ſincere and 
he WW ardent wiſhes are, that you may riſe up as Eliſha after 
io MEljab, and be as eminent a bleſſing in your day, 


ed Orr do l remember, (J ſeem now to hear the ſeri- 
dus and pathetic words) when fooa after your birth, 
be, in his family prayers, did ſolemnly devote you te 
ny God and refign you up to his ſervice. Had he a pri” | 
p © Mmonition of your being after his departure anointed f 
eſt Prophet in his room, had he known that you were to 
be his ſucceſſor in office, as Elijah knew of Eliſha, he 
£0uld no. have been more particular and engaged, 


 Waty he dedicated you to God in baptiſm, out of 
reſpect to the memory of his worthy and faithful col- 
league“ he gave you the chriſtian name of that man 
ot God. May you likewiſe poſſeſs the ſpirit of that 
execllent man—that burning and ſhining light. 

Tous promiling abilities, your aſſiduity in aca- 
demical ſtudies, your diligence in preparing for the 

| miniſtry, 


* Rev. Icha Webb. 
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miniſtry, the acceptance you 7e met wich from Va: 
rious churches, - have given pleafure to your father, 
your relations and friends. We have a recert evidence 
of your being accepted as a preacher, in the call you 
have to > take the overſighe of this church. 


- 


Tn Ar time is at kand; my Brother, when you are to 


I hope 


be ſeparated to the great and momentous employ ment, 
that ere this you have fincerely devoted your: 


ſelf to God, and to the; ſervice of his church, that you 


have been 


” 


peculiarly ſerious and earneſt in your pray. 
ers for the unftion of the divine Spirit at this time, 


I truſt that you have ſome juſt ideas of the importance 


of the miniſterial character. 


1 hope and truſt that you 


have ſome experimental n r with the truths 


of religion, 


A ſolemmn hour this! 


Oh that the great. 


Head of vital influences would youchlafe his preſenc: 
with you | 

Just before your fakes received the impoſition of 
hands, at the copcluſion of his excellent ſermon he ad- 
(ſome of them 


doubileſs have it yet impreſſed on their minds) — 


dreſſed his people in this manner 


— 4 
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and che we lrare Of Precious and 1 imp. tat ovls. 


And now, my brethren, I renecedly devote myſelf to 


the ſervice of God in the miniſtry, and offer myſelf 
to take the charge of your ſouls'; and let me be- 


ſeech you, and this whole afſen;bly, while Jam ſo— 


lemnly ſet apart by the hands of the preſbytery, to 
lift up their hearts to God, that I may be filled with 


the Holy Ghoſt ; 


and that I may 


have. 


rhe divine 


influences through all my miniſtrations; that | may 
ſo fred Chriſt's ſheep, and his lambs, as that When 
he who 15 the chief ſhepherd ſhall appear, ] may re: 
ecive a crown of glory that fadeth not away.” -— 
Oh that vou my Brother, being now in the ſame ſitus. 
tion. might de filled with the like ſentiments, and pol- 
ſalled with the fame ardent deſires for the glory of G0 


FRO 


bs 20 ', 


2 Fa ou the — love to you, I have been led 
er, ¶ to delineate the character 4 an Able and faithful mi- 
ice Nniſter. However imperfect the draught, I had an ex- 
ou Micellent original in my eye—our father's image role to 
Iny view in almoſt every period. Follow him —cul- 
tivate the true genuine ſpicit of a miniſter of Jeſus 
to Nchriſt. 
nt. To give you particular directions relative to your 
ur: Nronduct in the miniſtry would be to enter on the office 
ou Nef one * who is much abler to do it than I am from 
whom you are to receive the folemn charge. Burt as 
to your preaching I cannat help adopting a fine paſſage 
delivered to a miniſter] in an ordination ſermon by our 
father now with God. * I ſhall not attempt to give you 


0 
1 particular directions for your conduct in the miniſ- 
entry. Inſtructions are already drawn by Jeſus Chriſt, 
nel dom which you have no liberty to vary. Theſe Itruſt 
you have long and ſeriouſly conſidered. Much leſs 
of WM ball 1 pretend to dictate you, what you are to preach 
a. £2 your hearers. - I could eaſily give you a confeſſion 
en of the faith I hold, and tell you what 1 take to bg 
the moſt important articles of the chriſtian religion, 
fro could charge you in the name of God to preach 
e my fentim-ncs to this people, but I know of no 
de. authority I have from Chriſt to give you ſuch a 
charge; and you would not think yourtclf oblige 
1 to receive the law at my mouth, or the mouth of 
vol any other miniſter, or body of men. One direction 
„I dare give you, vecauic it is the d:rection of your 
ug, Lord and or s—preach the wora—that ward which 
"WM is contained in the ſcriptures of the old and now 
1 © teſtament ; which holy men wrote as they wers 


moved by the Holy Gout.” 


However pleaſing your prefer: jugſpects are, you 
Th "Ig 
uk expect to meet with difficult: es in the courle of 
: : 10 8 5 N CN 
D. Me. Willard of Deverly 
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have been lately brought to by a cruel enemy. . 


on every occaſion, in every part of your office, let your 


the neig g bLurhond, received a full and ample protection in the Gt: 


Meeting Houſe, and thoſe fpecitied in the Geoera!'s protection, 


[ 26 } 
your miniſtry. May you never be brought to ſuck 
ſcenes of diſtreſs as I and the dear people of my char 


 ALTHovcH you may not be called to ſuch diſtreſſing 
ſcenes, although the affairs of your flock, your town, 
and your country may wear a favorable aſpect, yet in 
the faithful diſcharge of your duty, you will oft- times 
find enough to try your graces. Let them be exerciſe 


example dilcover that you are under che influence d 
that religion you inculcate, 


You may preach many excellent and ſuitable {er 
mons, which may be admired and applauded by your 
hearers ; 


I The kouſe and furniture of the Author. together with a valui 

le library belenging to him, were plundered and conſumed by th 
Britiſh and Heſſi ia troops, and the American refugees, under th 
command of General Tryon, who landed at Fairfield on the ſeveni 
of July, 1779, and on the evening of the ſame and morning of th 
next day, laid almoſt the whole of that pleaſant town in aſhes ! 


At the int=rceflion of the Rev. Mr. Sayre, Miſſionary of tit 
Church of England, who tarried in the town during the conflagrs 
tion, the houſe and property of the Author, and another houſe uſe 


nerzl's on hand writing, Tae General gave his word to a Lady, 
that the Me-ting Houſe in which the Author officiated ſhoull it 
ſaved, adding. that he by no means approved of the berniy 
of piaccs ſet apart for public w:ſhip.” Notwwei!h,Janding this, tit 


were burnt ine next morning, juſt before the General and his u. 
my mads their precipitate feireat. | | 


The Au:nor takes this opportunity to acknowledge the many i. 
Pances of kindneſs ani gene fy, which he has received from ti 
peop'e and fiiends. Bſp-:cially wou!d he expreſs the warmeR ben 
timen.s of gratitule, fur the noble and generous pub'ic collect 
maJ- for hem bv the church and congregation over W. ch his br 
ther is ordained paſtor. 5 


$a 
ſuck Ml hearers ; but the beſt and moſt powerful ſermon you 
hartz can preach is—an holy and exemplary life. 


who now ſhew you ſo much love and regard; you 
muſt attend many a one of them on a ſick, a dying bed, 
This will be one of the moſt difficult and affecting 
parts of your duty. May he who healed all manner 
of diſeaſes, and comforted the ſorrowful on all occaſions, 
enable you to ſoften the bed of ſickneſs to eaſe the 
troubled mind—to prepare your friends for the eternal 
world, and to adminiſter divine conſolations to ſueh as 
re called to mourn. 


ſling 
.OWn, 
et in 
time; 
Ciſed 

your 
ce d 


fler. 
your 
rs ; and another of your flo:k being called from you, you 
may be taken away from them, in the midſt of your 
days. Should you continue as long, or longer, in office 
than your father did, yet how quickly will time paſs 
away, Let ſuch thoughts be ever on your mind, and 
excite you to the greateſt diligence and fidelity in the 


diſcharge of miniſterial duty. 


valut. 
by 1h 
er th! 
event 


of the 


1a —could you be able in a dying hour, to look back 
uſe i with ſuch comfort on your miniſtry—could you thus 
f A adorn religion by your behaviour in your laſt moments 
1% how glorious would ſuch an event be? how happy 
ain for yourſelf? what a diitinguiſhing honour would be 
„ tall conterred on this church, in having one paſtor after 
wy another, affixing their laſt and molt effectual ſeal to 
the truth of the doctrines they have preached—the 
Joctrines of the glorious and everlaſting Goſpel. 
ny ih | | 
_ My dear Brother, I ſum up all in repeating my 
eau hearty wiſhes and moſt ardent prayers, that all may ſee 
s Boy THE SPIRIT OF YOUR TATHER RESTING ON YOU. 


AND 


You muſt have to part with many of this dear flock, 


Bur the caſe may be the reverſe. Inſtead of one 


Coup you make ſuch a happy exit as your father 


| 
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my native church : 


” 21 deſtitute, ** as ſheep without a ſhepherd. -. IM 


fame leriouineſs and devotion as ye were wont to do, 


m the eminent and diſtinguiſhing characters, which 
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Any now, venerable Fathers, and Brethren of this 


PexvT me to addreſs and congratulate you on this 
joyful occaſion. The great Head of the church, why 
holds the ſtars in his right hand“ —he that called yay 
about a year ago to ſuch lamentation and mourning, ay 
that you almoſt refuſed ro be comfort ed, has not left 


ave not been left to diviſions and animoſities, but 
have been univerſally and happily led to a choice, 
Ott that it might be of a © 3 after God's own 
cart!” 


As you loved my father, l kope you bear the ſame 
affectionate regard to my brother. May he render 
himſelf as worthy an object of your eſteem. You wil 
ſtrengthen his hands and encourage his heart—you wil 
conſtantly bear him on your minds at the throne of 
grace—pray that God would bleſs him, and make hin 
2 bleſſing to you and to your children—you will hear 
him with all due attention and candor, endeavoring 1 
reap the greateſt profic from his inſtructions. You wil 
not give him teaſon to complain that he labors in vain 
and ipends his ſtrength for nought. You will receive 
the ordinances of the Goſpel from his hands with the 


from the hands of him, who we now truſt 1s drinking 
new wine withChriſt in his heavenly F acher's kingdom, 


May this your paſtor be long continued to break 
the bread of life unto you. May he have © many ſeal: 
of his miniſtry among you” — © many for his crow 
of rejoicing in the day of the Lord Jeſus,” 


Tuts och. my Brethren, has been highly favoured 
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its miniſters have ſuſtained.“ All of them have ſhone 
brightly in this golden candleſtuck, as well as cauſed 
their luſtre ro ſhine throughout the land. They 
have been poſſeſſed of one and the fame ſpirit the 
genuine ſpirit of a goſpel miniſter. And they have 
carried on the ſame work, Their preaching has been 
attended with a divine power, How many ſinners 
have been awakened, convinced, and led to the only 
hope ſet before us? How many ſaints have been 
quickened, comforted and eſtabliſhed ? Many a time 
could one and another ſay, while worſhipping here, 
and attending on the preached word, © Truly how 
dreadful is this place—this is none ether than the houſe 
of God and the gate of heaven.” 


Your miniſters have had one and the ſame ſpirit 
the ſame ſpirit hath ſucceſſively poſſeſſed the members 
of this church. I could mention many a one, who is 
now in glory, that fince my day has ſtood a pillar in 
this houſe of God, eminent for wiſdom and piety, for 
virtue and religion, May you, my brethren, follow 
them, wherein they followed Chriſt may you in due time 
enj0xceleftial glory wich them, and with your faithful 


paſtors—may ſuch members be raiſed up in future, or- 


naments to religion and this church of God—may all 
of you be carried through this tri.nfitory ſcene, to the 
church eternally truimphant above. 


FrealLyY © Brethren, F commend you to Ged and 
to the word of his grace, which is able ro build you 
up, and to give you an inheritance among all them 
mat are lanctified,” 


Oh, 


Rev. Mr. Jcha Webb. 
Rev. Mr. Peter Thacher, 


Rev. Andrew Eliot, D. D, 
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Oh, that God would revive his work in our land, 
among miniſters and people] Oh, that under the mi- 


niſtrations of his ſervants, many may be *©* ſeeking the 
way to Zion, with their faces thitherward.“ And may 


God nor only be merciful to us, and bleſs us, but 
grant that his way may be known on earth—his ſaving 
health among all nations.” Let the people praiſe 
thee, O God, let all the people praiſe thee, through 
JeSus8 Cunisr, to whom be glory in the church, thro' 


all ages. 
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The RIGHT HAND of FELLOWSHIP, given 
by the Rev. Mr. Howasp. 


HE miniſters of the goſpel being all ſervants of 

the ſame Lord, and equal in authority and pri- 
vileges, our bleſſed Saviour took particular care to in- 
culcate theſe things upon thoſe whom he employed in 
that office. by telling them they were all brechren, and 
forbidding them to aſſume authority over one another. 


Tux inſpired apoſtles and their immediate ſucceſs 
ſors appear to have taught and practiſed in conformity 
to thele admonitions of their Malter. 


Bur alas! ſuch is the pride and perverſeneſs of 
mankind, that in a ſew centuries after the don of Gd 
had aſcended up on high, ſome of thole whom he gave 
to be paſtors and teac hers for the perteting of the 
ſaincs, for the work of the miniſtry, for the edifying of 
the body of Chritt, torgetting their obligations to bro- 


therly love and condelcention, began, Lke the princes 


of the Gentiles, to exerciſe authority and duminion o- 
| ver their brechren, andi to ford 11 over God's heritage 3% 
From this ſpiric of domina an enormoustHierarchy, 
equally contrary to the doftiines and fpirt of chriſtia- 
nity, ſprang up in the church, which at length exalted 
| itſelf above all that is called God and 15 worlhipped, 
on the ruins of reaſon, 101. en and common ſenſe: 
* Whence heavy perſrcu sion,“ wiih her flaming torch 
| and bloody ſword, (talked with relentleſs fury through 
the chriſtian world, baniſhing the amiable virtues of 
| lincerity, meckneſs and e charity, and, inſtead of pure 
and undefiled religion, leaving behind her groſs ſuper- 
ſtition and hypocrily, WN and bigotry, And 

though, happ: ly for mankind, io conſequence of the” 
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light ſtruck out by a Bacon, a Wickliffe, a Huſs, a Ly 
ther, and other eminent ſervants of God, her power 
was much weakened and reſtrained in ſeveral coun- 
tries, particularly in Great-Britain, more than two cen. 
turies -ago, yet it was. not wholly deſtroyed. The 
Hierarchy which gave her birth ſtill continued in that 
Iſland, and nurſed and foſtered her with parental ten- 
derneſs *: She ſtill held out her creeds and confeſſions, 
and thundered forth her anathemas. To her it was 
owing, that our Progenitors forſo.k their native land 
and fled to the wilds of America, in queſt of that li- 
berty which they had in vain wiſhed for at home. 


Havins by the indulgence of heaven obtained their 
wiſh z being ſtill fore from the ſcourges of eccleſiaſti. 
cal tyranny, and convinced that ſhe has no ſupport 
in the goſpel, they determined to give her no footing 
here. And recurring to the ſaered icripteres as their 
only rule in all matters of religion, they from thence 
adopted an eccleſiaſtical cor & itution, perfectly conſil- 
tent with the natural and religious rights of individu- 
als and of churches ;—a conſtitution which ſuppoſes 
the miniſters of Chriſt to be brethremequal in office, 
and equally obliged to mutual candor, love and con- 
deſcention ; and to teſtify this they allo adopted, from 
apoſtol.c example, the ſignificanc rite of giving the 
right hand of tellowſhip, as part of the ceremony of 
the ordination of a miniſter. | 


Being appointed by the council of churches en- 
gaged 1n the preſent ſolemnity to perform this : 


I po, reverend Sir, with a heart full of eſteem and 
affection, in their name, give you my right hand ;— 
publickly declaring, that we acknowledge you to be a 
miniſter of the goſpel of peace, regularly introduced 

10 
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db that ſacred office, and inveſted with all the autho- 
rity and privileges that belong to it: That we heartily 
bid you welcome, as a brother and fellow-labourer in 
the work of the Lord, and have great. hope, that you 
will be faithful in the ſervice of your Maſter, ſtudying 
to ſhew yourſelf approved unto God: That you will 
never, for the ſake of popular applauſe, teach for doc- 
trines the commandments of men, or, for fear of of- 
fending thoſe who cannot endure found doctrine, ſhun 
to declare all the counicl of God, or handle his word 
deceitfully : That we ſhall be ever ready to afford you 
dur beſt advice and aſſiſtance, and upon all occaſions 
to treat you with chriſtian candor and benevolence. 


CLAIMINO for ourſelves the right of private judg- 
ment, and calling no man maſter on earth, we are ſen- 
ſible you nave the ſame right, and therefore aſſume no 
authority over your faith: Nor do we make your ſub- 
ſcribing to our creed, or any ereed of human compoſi- 
tion, a condition of our communion and friendſhip, 


Tais would be going back to Egypt, laying a founda- 
tion for the ſame tyranny and perſecution, from which 


our Anceſtors fled, and eſtabliſhing popery under a 
new form. EE: 


Far from us be the arrogance and impiety ef thus 
implicitly claiming infalibility, and pretending to be 
wiſer than God. And tar be it from you, my brother, 
ever to ſubmit to {o unreaſonable a claim, ſhould it be 
required of you as a term of communion, | 


So long, Sir, as you appear to make the ſcriptures 
the rule of your faith and practice, and preach not 
yourſelf, but Chit Jetus the Lord, and as his anbat - 
ſador beſeech men to be reconciled unto God, we wilt 


embrace, aſſiſt and ſupport you as a krother., Not 
| oil 


we expect, that you will always be ready to the ſims 


| engaged to you. 


were catched the mantle of your aſcended propher 
Nor can we forbear, upon this occaſion, adopting. the 
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will we ceaſe to wks our ſupplication to the Father 
of mercies, that you may ohtain grace to be faithful 10 
the laving yourlelf and thoſe that hear you. : 


oo” 


' Havive now taken part of this miniſtry with us, 


pious, charitable and friendly offices to the miniſter, 
and churches of our Lord Jelus Chriſt, which we have 


Mv brethren of this church and congregation= 
When God in his righteous providence was plealed 
to remove by death, your late excellent and beloved 
paſtor, we too ſenſibly telt our own loſs, in being de. 
prived of ſuch a brother and companion in the king. 
dom and parience of Jeſus Chrift, or in the arduou | 
work of che miniſtry, not to mourn witn you. In like 
manner we now rejuice with you, that, by the good- 
nels of Divine Providence, this breach is repaired, and 
a man ſet over you in the Lord, who will fo natural) 
care for you, and become the object of that relpet 
and affection which you have been accuſtomed to ſheyf 
to a minilter of Chriſt ; ; and one who, as we hope, hat 
imbibed a double portion of the good ſpirit, and, as i 


emphatic language of the eaſtern Sage: Though hit 
„father die, yet he 15 as though he were not dead; 
« For he hath left ene behind him that is like himlcll 
* While he lived he ſaw and rejojced in him; and 
„when he died he was not forrowtul. He hath If 
„ behind him—one that {hall requite kindneſs to hi 
8 friends.“ 


8 * 


* 


We honour you for the peaceable ſpies, the candor 
and unanimity, with which you-have proceeded in th 
ſteps preparatory ic this ſolemity. 
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May the God of love and peace be with you Rill: 
May your affection to your paſtor continue and in- 
creale. May you eſteem him highly in love for his 
And while he preaches unto you the un- 
ſearchable riches of Chriſt according to the holy ſcrip- 
tures, and endeavours to ſhew the way of talvation, 


may you receive with meekneſs and candor the in- 


rafted word, ſearching the ſame ſacred oracles daily, 
to know whether things are ſo, May you give him 
the joy of ſeeing you walk in the truth, and for many 
years rejoice in his light. Ard finally may you and 
he, with all the called and choſen and faithtul, rejoice 


together in the manſions of perfect lighe 


and love. | 
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